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An interdisciplinary panel inspired by Trust: a History by Geo�rey Hosking, 
who believes that historians have seriously underestimated the importance 
of forms of social solidarity, which do not depend wholly on political 
structures or rational choice.  He will argue the need to complement 
political science with a kind of 'trust science' - using 'trust' as the focus of a 
cluster of concepts, such as con�dence, reliance, faith, belief etc.  Hosking 
also views trust as mediated through symbolic systems and the institutions 
associated with them.  Such systems and institutions change greatly over 
time and di�er from one society to another.  In European-North American 
societies we are currently experiencing a 'crisis of trust' which we 
understand poorly because we do not appreciate how our trust structures 
have changed in the last 50-70 years.


