
The	  Department	  of	  History	  and	  the	  University	  of	  Notre	  Dame	  present	  a	  

lecture	  in	  the	  Sabine	  MacCormack	  Memorial	  Series	  by	  
	  

Rebecca	  Earle	  
(University	  of	  Warwick)	  

	  

on	  
	  

Casta	  Paintings:	  	  Embodying	  Race	  
	  

(Professor	  Earle’s	  books	  include	  The	  Body	  of	  the	  Conquistador	  and	  The	  
Return	  of	  the	  Native)	  

	  

at	  

The	  University	  of	  Notre	  Dame’s	  Fischer	  Hall	  

1-‐4	  Suffolk	  Street,	  London	  SW1Y	  4HG	  

and	  by	  simulcast	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Notre	  Dame	  in	  Indiana	  

Monday	  24th	  March	  2014,	  5.30	  p.m.	  G.M.T.	  
Open	  to	  all	  but	  seating	  will	  be	  limited	  so	  please	  register	  by	  e-‐mail	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  lonconf@nd.edu	  

C R I T I C A L  P E R S P E C T I V E S  O N  E M P I R E

PROFESSOR CATHERINE HALL 
University College London

PROFESSOR KATHLEEN WILSON
State University of New York, Stony Brook

PROFESSOR MRINALINI SINHA
Pennsylvania State University

S E R I E S  E D I T O R S

‘With its focus on food and corporeal well-being, The Body of the Conquistador opens a 
fascinating new chapter in Spain’s conquest and colonization of the Americas.  Stunningly 
original and deeply researched, her book is not to be missed. It is essential reading for both 
the history of the Americas and early modern ideas about the relationship between food, 

culture, bodies, and health.’
richard l.  kagan , Arthur O. Lovejoy Professor of History, Johns Hopkins University 

‘Rebecca Earle transforms every subject she touches. With stunning dexterity, her new 
book covers every aspect of food in Spanish America – conceptual and culinary, cultural and 
ecological, political and medical – and casts vivid new light on how natives and newcomers 

puzzled, fed, and changed each other.’
felipe fernandez-armesto , William P. Reynolds Professor, University of Notre Dame

‘This is a highly innovative book which changes our vision of colonial Spanish America. 
The relation between food habits, perceptions of the body, and colonial Spanish projects 

is studied for the first time in a systematic way. Food is placed at the centre of this enquiry, 
showing how material culture played a fundamental role in the colonial process.’

f r a n c i s c o  b e t h e n c o u r t , Charles Boxer Professor, King’s College London

‘An authoritative and important book which skilfully meshes colonial history with the social 
history of the body. Pioneering in its placement of food (both as a crop and as a foodstuff) 
at the centre of the Spanish colonial project, it is a decisive contribution to the history of 

colonialism and race.’
lizzie collingham , author of Curry. A Tale of Cooks and Conquerors (2005)

R EBECCA E A R LE is Professor of History at the University of Warwick. Her previous 
publications include The Return of the Native: Indians and Mythmaking in Spanish America, 

1810–1930 (2008), and Spain and the Independence of Columbia (2000).

C O V E R  I M A G E : Miguel Cabrera, De Mestizo y d’India; Coyote 

(‘From Mestizo and Indian, Coyote’), 1763. Elisabeth Waldo-Dentzel Collections.
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Food, Race and the Colonial Experience in  
Spanish America, 1492–1700
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